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WETZEL COUNTY HOSPITAL ENDING LABOR AND DELIVERY SERVICES

New Martinsville, WV – Wetzel County Hospital has announced that it will no longer deliver babies as of August 4, 2006. “Due to the continued high cost of medical malpractice insurance, continued low volume of deliveries, along with the cost of operating a labor, delivery and nursery department Wetzel County Hospital will discontinue the delivery of babies,” said George Couch, C.E.O. Couch said that the Board will consider other alternatives for the current labor, delivery and nursery areas, including the expansion of outpatient and ambulatory surgical services.

Marge Knight, R.N., Director of Outpatient Services noted that Wetzel County Hospital has continued to add services through its outpatient clinic to meet the needs of the citizens of the community. New doctors starting services in recent months include Dr. Greg Merrick, a national recognized oncologist; Dr. Nick Ghaphery, who specializes sports and general medicine, particularly in the evaluation and treatment of injuries and conditions involving muscles, tendons, ligaments and bones; and Dr. Gregory Krause --- an ear, nose and throat specialist ---  who is now providing weekly services through his physician assistant, Shane Corbitt. Dr. Walter Taubenslag, an urologist, will begin a clinic at Wetzel County Hospital in August.

Couch emphasized that, while babies will no longer be delivered, gynecological services will continue to be provided by the hospital and its employed physicians. The hospital will also help all families who had planned deliveries in upcoming months to arrange services at other hospitals in the area.
“The Board of Trustees has wrestled with the ability to provide quality, cost effective labor and delivery services for several years,” said Board Chairman William Grimm. “Despite a significant investment in our physicians, labor, delivery and nursery department, we have not seen the increases in babies being delivered at Wetzel County Hospital that we hoped for. The cost of insurance alone far exceeds the payment that we received for each delivery. We have also faced a continued shortage of quality labor, delivery and nursery staff,” he added. “The Board sincerely regrets making this decision, but we are committed to top quality emergency, surgical, outpatient and general acute care services and we will not compromise the quality of care in those areas by continuing a service that is underutilized by the community.”
 “The past year has been one of significant transition for Wetzel County Hospital. We are re-focusing our efforts on providing strong, top quality general hospital services to the area. Our outpatient services continue to grow,” said Couch. “As every business in the New Martinsville area has found, work stoppages at area plants, coupled with a continued loss of population and families with health insurance has had an impact on our business. We are changing to meet the changing needs of our community and to assure the citizens of the greater New Martinsville area that Wetzel County Hospital will be here to serve their need for many years to come.”
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