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WETZEL COUNTY HOSPITAL OFFERING FLU VACCINE

New Martinsville, WV – Wetzel County Hospital will be offering flu vaccine to the general public in the hospital’s Outpatient Clinic Offices on the following dates and times, or until all of the Hospital’s allocation of vaccine has been dispensed:
Friday, October 22 - 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday, October 29 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday November 5 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday November 12 - 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday November 19 - 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday December 3 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The vaccine will be offered on first-come, first-serve basis at a cost of $25.00 per injection, which must be paid at the time of service. Only Medicare Part B, SecureCare and Health Plan of the Upper Ohio Valley insurance plans will be billed. Medicare Advantage plans will not be accepted for payment. Proof of insurance coverage must be presented at the time of service or payment by cash will be required.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends that everyone 6 months and older should get a flu vaccine as soon as vaccine is available this fall. While flu is unpredictable, it’s likely that 2009 H1N1 viruses and regular seasonal viruses will cause illness in the U.S. this flu season. The 2010-2011 flu vaccine will protect against three different flu viruses: an H3N2 virus, an influenza B virus and the H1N1 virus that caused so much illness last season.
According to Wetzel County Hospital Infection Control Coordinator, Jenny Abbott, R.N. the flu is a contagious and potentially deadly infection.   Flu viruses are mainly spread from person to person via droplets from coughing or sneezing. Transmission may also occur through direct or indirect contact, such as when touching something already laden with the flu virus, then touching the eyes, nose or mouth. Every year in the United States, between 5 and 20 percent of the population may become infected with the flu.  On average, more than 200,000 hospitalizations occurred each year from 1979 to 2001 in the United States as a result of flu-related complications. Additionally, on average, approximately 36,000 persons died each year from 1990-1999 from flu-related causes; more than 90 percent of these deaths occurred among persons 65 years of age and older.

About two weeks after vaccination, antibodies develop that protect against influenza virus infection. Flu vaccines will not protect against influenza-like illnesses caused by other viruses. October or November is the best time to get vaccinated, but getting vaccinated in December or even later can still be beneficial. Flu season can begin as early as October and last as late as May.
For more information about the flu vaccine, call Jenny Abbott, Wetzel County Hospital Infection Control Coordinator at 304-455-8073.
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