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RIBBON CUT FOR WETZEL COUNTY HOSPITAL EXPANSION

New Martinsville, WV – Area legislators, city and county officials joined the Board of Trustees of Wetzel County Hospital to cut the ribbon Wednesday on a nearly 20,000 square foot Community Building addition, The new addition provides needed space for staff education, patient wellness programs as well as relocation of offices and storage to provide for expansion of the emergency department, surgery department and other clinical care areas.
“Wetzel County Hospital continues to move forward to meet the current and future needs of its service area,” noted George Couch, WCH Chief Executive Officer. “With the completion of this addition we will soon begin work to nearly double the size of our emergency department and return much needed space to clinical and patient care areas.”

The project represents phase two of a three-phase multi-year project that started with the construction of an outpatient services building that provides state-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy services. The outpatient building also houses orthopedic surgery services and a modern outpatient clinic in which over 30 physicians in specialties including; cardiology; urology; ophthalmology; sports medicine; obstetrics; gynecology; neurosurgery; pulmonology; gastroenterology; oncology; internal medicine; immunology; hematology; thoracic and cardiovascular surgery examine and treat patients locally.
According to William Grimm, Chairman of the WCH Board of Trustees, “Our next phase is to nearly double the size and enhance the services of our Emergency Department.” Grimm noted that WCH Emergency Department volume increased from 11,493 cases in 1999 to 13,479 Emergency and Express Care visits for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2005. “It is vital that we expand to meet the rapidly growing emergency care needs of our area,” said Grimm.
Grimm also recognized George Friedline, Vice Chairman of the WCH Board of Trustees and Terry Weber, WCH Maintenance Supervisor for their work and dedication on the project. “George and Terry are the two individuals that made this dream a reality,” he said.

WCH Chief Financial Officer, David McCartney, CPA, noted that “the Hospital did not increase its monthly debt payments as a result of these projects.  The Board set aside money earned in profitable years to reinvest in the Community’s hospital and the balance of the construction cost was obtained through refinancing of existing bonds at a lower interest rate and lower monthly payment.
Several offices that had taken up patient care areas in the main hospital have been moved into the community addition. The hospital’s billing office, which had been in leased offices, was also moved into the new space. The moves also create space for an additional operating room to meet the need for WCH’s growing inpatient and outpatient surgical business.
Immediately available is a large classroom that can be used for hospital and community events or divided into two rooms for smaller meetings. Offices re-located into the Community Building include medical records; business office; medical library; medical staff coordinator; infection control officer; utilization review; human resources; payroll and diabetes educator. The hospital’s storeroom has been moved into the basement, which also includes space for overflow equipment storage.
McKinley and Associates of Wheeling served as architects and construction managers for the project. Colaianni Construction of Dillonvale, Ohio served as the general contractor using skilled union laborers from New Martinsville and throughout the Ohio Valley on the project.

Wetzel County Hospital is a licensed and accredited, 68-bed facility, offering comprehensive acute care inpatient, outpatient services, emergency department and transitional care unit. The hospital is located 35 miles south of Wheeling and 60 miles north of Parkersburg, West Virginia. 
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