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WETZEL COUNTY HOSPITAL RECEIVES $269,715 USDA GRANT FOR PACS
New Martinsville, WV – Agriculture Under-Secretary for Rural Development Thomas Dorr has announced the award of a Distance Learning and Telemedicine grant totaling $269,715 to Wetzel County Hospital to provide improved educational and medical services to the residents of the greater New Martinsville area. Dorr made the announcement during a USDA Rural Development sponsored broadband telecommunications workshop in Charleston, W.Va. 

"This program connects communities to medical services and educational opportunities they would not otherwise have," said Dorr. "Our focus is to ensure that all rural Americans have access to state of the art services through our rapidly expanding telecommunications system." 
“This is a significant accomplishment for our hospital and will bring enormous benefits to our patients, medical and nursing staff,” said Wetzel County Hospital Chief Executive Officer George Couch. “PACS has rapidly evolved and our ability to utilize these funds, which we are matching with our own investment of over $280,000, will assure that we will serve our patients with the best technology available.”
Pam Deel, Wetzel County Hospital’s Director of Radiology and Imaging Services said that the grant funds will be used to upgrade the hospital to a full PACS (Picture Archiving Communication System). “PACS will advance our Radiology department into the digital age.  With PACS, all x-ray images will be stored digitally.  Through a secure connection, x-ray images can be viewed on computers throughout the hospital or in a physician’s office.  After the installation of PACS has been completed, patients that may need to take their x-ray studies to their doctor will only need to take CD.  We will have the capability to transfer images to a CD which will make it easier for our patients to transport their films. “ 

Deel said the Radiology department hopes to have the installation completed sometime after the first of the year.

 “In addition to the patient care benefits the hospital will immediately recognize an annual savings in excess of $100,000 as up to 90% of film purchases are eliminated, said David McCartney, Wetzel County Hospital’s Chief Financial Officer.  “Additional savings that will be recognized over time will include major reductions in the cost of maintaining film developing equipment, the cost of space to store films, and personnel time required to find, retrieve and transport films.

The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant program (DLT) was created to encourage, improve, and make affordable the use of telecommunications, computer networks and related technology for rural communities to improve access to educational and/or medical services. Fifty seven of the grants announced will fund projects designed to provide improved medical service and 46 will provide improved educational opportunities. Since 2001, 483 grants totaling over $166 million have been awarded under the program. 

Wetzel County Hospital is a licensed and accredited, 68-bed facility, offering comprehensive acute care inpatient, outpatient services, emergency department and transitional care unit. The hospital is located 35 miles south of Wheeling and 60 miles north of Parkersburg, West Virginia. 
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