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WETZEL COUNTY HOSPITAL EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT EXPANSION AND RENOVATION PROJECT UNDERWAY

New Martinsville, WV – The long awaited $2.6 million expansion and renovation project that will double the number of beds upgrade and improve the services in the Wetzel County Hospital Emergency Department is finally underway. George Couch, C.E.O. reported that R.C. Construction of Charleston, West Virginia, has begun setting up at the hospital and preliminary work has started on the project.

“We are excited to finally get this project going and looking forward to serving the residents of our area with the newest and one of the best equipped emergency and trauma centers,” said Bill Grimm, Chairman of the Wetzel County Hospital Board of Trustees.

According to Vivian Workman, lead architect on the project for Kreps and Zachwieja, of Charleston, West Virginia, the work is a multi-phased project consisting of construction of a new addition to the existing hospital and renovation of the current emergency department space.  The number of treatment rooms will increase from three rooms with six beds to twelve private rooms. She noted that the projected is expected to take ten months to complete.
Marge Knight, R.N. and Chief Nurse for Emergency and Outpatient Services noted that the new emergency department will have its own entrance and large waiting area; reception desk; trauma room; cardiac room; gynecology room; orthopedic/suture room; isolation room; decontamination room; three triage rooms; four treatment rooms; physician office; medication room; clean and soiled utility rooms; private patient bathrooms; and coffee bar. Other features of the new Emergency Department include a decontamination area; public and staff bathrooms, staff break room, a family room for counseling or bereavement; large nursing station; upgraded ambulance bay and an office for hospital security staff that is located to control after-hours access to the hospital. The hospital’s mobile M.R.I. trailer area will also be relocated.
“By implementing a multi-phase construction plan, we will be able to keep at least six emergency department beds available at all time,” George Couch said, “but there will be some inconveniences for patients and staff are various levels of the project. We will do our very best to keep those situations as minimally disruptive as possible. However, the final product will be one that everyone associated with Wetzel County Hospital is proud of and that will allow us to provide better, quicker service to patients needing emergency care.”

$300,000 of the $2.6 million has been budgeted for new Emergency Department equipment, including the addition of a new, state-of-the-art wireless patient monitoring system. That system has already been purchased and is already in use.

Partial funding for the project is through a Grant from the United States Department of Health and Human Resources, Health Resources and Services Administration, in the amount of $853,062 secured with the assistance of United States Senator Robert C. Byrd. The balance of the funding came from the refinancing of Wetzel County Hospital’s long term bonds by Wesbanco Bank along with the cooperation and assistance of the Wetzel County Commission and Wetzel County Building Commission.
Wetzel County Hospital is a licensed and accredited, 68-bed facility, offering comprehensive acute care inpatient, outpatient services, emergency department and transitional care unit. The hospital is located 35 miles south of Wheeling and 60 miles north of Parkersburg, West Virginia. 
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