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New Martinsville, WV – Members of the Wetzel County Emergency Medical Services were honored at a dinner and educational program on May 25 by Wetzel County Hospital for their service to patients of the hospital and to the citizens of the county.
“Thank you for being our first responders and for your contribution to your fellow citizens,” said Marge Knight, R.N. and Director of Outpatient Services for Wetzel County Hospital. Knight said that the dinner acknowledges National E.M.S. Week and appreciation of the squad members and management.
Ahmed Kemmou, M.D., Wetzel County Hospital Chief of Surgery and Vice Chief of the Medical Staff, presented a program on Chest Trauma for those in attendance. He discussed the various form of chest trauma, initial treatment and stabilization of the patient in the field. “As first responders your initial assessment, treatment and stabilization will often determine if the patient will survive. Your role is vital to the job we do in the emergency and surgical departments at Wetzel County Hospital.”
“We are pleased with the wonderful support that we receive from our local EMS squads and all squads in the area, “said George Couch, C.E.O. of Wetzel County Hospital. “Due to our location and the number of normal transports, as well as severe trauma’s that we receive, we rely heavily on these squads to be available to help us assure that patients receive prompt emergency services and that, if need be, they can be transported to an appropriate level of care in a timely manner. The Wetzel County area is blessed with a group of dedicated, professional and caring volunteers and employees.”

Knight reported that Wetzel County Hospital hopes to plan quarterly EMS education for the area squads that service patients of the hospital.
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